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Head Teacher Updates

Dame Ellen Pinsent School
Where children are happy; developing independence and confidence, so that they can be their very
best
As we enter the summer holidays with an unprecedented heatwave I wanted to reflect on another
wonderful year at Dame Ellen and update you on some changes for next academic year.

Curriculum and class groups
Over this academic year we have been reviewing our curriculum to ensure we can continue to fulfil
our school vision with all of our pupils regardless of their need or previous education experience. As
a result of our research and exploration we have developed four curriculum pathways. These
sequenced pathways provide a curriculum that is functional whilst also allowing development of
knowledge appropriate to all of our children.
In line with our updated curriculum we have also taken this opportunity to restructure our classes
and given them new names.
Our 4 pathways are;

Roots Pathway – focuses on the 3 prime areas of communication and language; physical
development; and personal, social and emotional development. Bunnies and Woodpeckers classes
will follow this pathway.
Seedlings Pathway – focuses on the 3 prime areas (as of Roots) and the 4 specific areas of literacy;
mathematics; understanding the world; and expressive arts and design. Ladybirds and Squirrels
classes will follow this pathway.
Orchard Pathway – focuses on the 3 prime areas and 4 specific areas (as of Seedlings pathway) plus
Communication Skills; Functional Skills; and PSHE/Personal Learning Goals. Grasshoppers, Crickets,
Deers and Otters classes will follow this pathway.
Woodlands Pathway – focuses on English; Maths; Science; PE; PSHE; Computing; Topic. Robins,
Badgers, Chipmucks, Wildcats and Bumblebees classes will follow this pathway.
We are excited about our new curriculum model and your child’s class teacher will keep you up to
date with how they are progressing and the work they are doing throughout next academic year.

Staffing Updates

1 - Miss Kindon

At the end of this academic year we say goodbye Miss Kindon. Miss Kindon has been a teacher at
Dame Ellen Pinsent school for 3 years, teaching across many different classes including Hedgehogs
and Foxes. Amy is going off to pursue her passion in the creative arts and we wish her all the best
and thank her for her hard work and contribution to Dame Ellen
In September we will be welcoming the following teachers:
•

Miss Cheatle

•

Mrs Maleady

•

Mr Umran

and teaching assistants:
•

Rebecca

•

Joleyn

•

Lisa Yorke-Gill

•

Taekia

•

Marie

•

Davinder

•

Madalina

•

Daxa

And finally…
May I wish all of our Year 6 leavers the very best as they move to their secondary schools in
September. Have a wonderful and safe summer holiday and I look forward to seeing all the children
returning to us in September.
Mrs Fountain

Blackwell Adventure Residential Trip

At the beginning of May, 32 pupils from Years 5 and 6 had the opportunity of staying in the Manor
House at Blackwell Adventure Centre. They had an amazing time developing their independence
skills and participating in some high-octane activities. For 2 ½ days they explored lots of climbing
activities, where they had to face any fear of heights, so that they could complete the Tree Trek
obstacle course up 4 metres high, or get as high as they could by stacking and standing on bottle
crates. If they were feeling brave, they were able to go to the top of a giant 3G swing to be
launched out like a rocket or jump off a platform to experience a 150 metre zipline.

https://sway.office.com/dZvFWgWOYNOHc5Dp#content=4oi1RNqWRjAbJp

For those who preferred the more sedate, there was archery, grass sledges and outdoor swimming
in the sunshine. The food was excellent and the children made the most of their time away; making
memories that will stay with them for many years come. Blackwell is so popular that they have
turned away over 100 schools already this year, but we are pleased to report we have booked
already for May 2023!

Do and Discover

When children arrive at Dame Ellen, they are given a Do and Discover book with 50 outdoor
activities or learning experiences to enjoy while they are with us. These activities range from
painting outside, flying a kite, visiting a farm, cooking on a campfire to stroking a horse and lots
more in between. The children will receive a Do and Discover bronze, silver or gold medal in Year 6
depending on how many of these activities they have completed. Throughout the school year
children work on these activities and their photographs are added to their books.
This year for the first time we have given out the largest amount of gold medals (6) with one of our
pupils managing to complete the greatest number of activities (41) – well done Joshua.

Topic

This term the children have learnt about a range of different Topics in their history, geography,
music, art and DT lessons. They have learnt a range of key facts, important dates in our lives and
discovered important people in history such as musicians and artist. Some of these topics include...

2 - Sculpture

3 - Vikings

4 - Queens Jubilee

Forest School

All classes have accessed Forest School throughout this academic year. The aim of Forest School at
Dame Ellen is to build confidence, develop independence, improve fine and gross motor skills and
promote teamwork.
Our Forest School Leaders; Andrina, Dean and Kirsty have worked hard to help the children connect
with nature in our fabulous outdoor spaces.
We are incredibly lucky to have such wonderful outdoor space for learning.

This year we have developed and expanded our Forest School area with the introduction of a Bell
Tent and a Wigwam

Music
As a school we are very fortunate to work with Vicky from Jo Jingles and Phil and Helen from the
Music Service. Throughout the year all children will have had either Jo jingles, drumming and/or
violins as well as a specific music topic taught by the teachers.

This year some children were selected to play the violins at Birmingham Conservatoire. They opened
the concert with three pieces of music that they had learnt during their music lessons. Riley, Hassan,
Kyle and Joshua were selected by Helen for their musical skills and dedication. It was a fantastic
achievement and the children were very proud of themselves. Well done to all of them, Dame Ellen is
extremely proud of you and what a fantastic experience!

Physical Education (PE)
With the upcoming Commonwealth Games being held in Birmingham, Dame Ellen have fully
embraced the physical activity and excitement that comes with them. We have had a wonderful
week celebrating the Commonwealth Games which will be held in Birmingham from 28th July to 8th

August. We had our very own opening and closing ceremonies along with lots of competitive games
and opportunities.

Throughout the year classes have visited sports events, Foxes attended a Commonwealth Roadshow,
Lions attended a sensory PE workshop and a variety of classes joined in with our local multi-skills
festival. These sporting events allow the children to demonstrate the school games values and
support Dame Ellen’s desire to ensure all children enjoy being active. It would be great to hear any
stories of your children accessing sports outside of school.

To conclude the PE end of year review, we are pleased to announce that we have successfully
achieved, for the second year running, the Gold School Games Award. This is for our commitment
and engagement with the ethos and values of the School Games. Thank you to our hardworking
Team off staff for this achievement.

Dame Ellen Pinsent Rights Respecting Rangers and School Council

Celebrating Children’s Rights across Birmingham Schools
Children and young people from more than 35 schools across Birmingham celebrated their
achievements in Unicef Rights Respecting program at the spectacular event at Birmingham Rep
theatre on Friday 8th July 22
And yes 👍 Dame Ellen Pinsent Rights Respecting Rangers and School Council where there.
There where 800 pupils that took part in the celebrations, we all had an amazing and emotional
morning as all the schools taking part had their very different interpretation of how they had dealt
with the last couple of years.
The show featured children from across the city speaking and signing, dance, drama, short films,
music, and art with an emphasis on shared interpretations of the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth
Games, common ground, connecting communities, health and well-being.
250 schools across the city, from nursery though to secondary, are now embedding children’s rights
in daily school life through the scheme.
UNICEF has said that Birmingham continues to be one of the leading local authorities in English
working with UNICEF UK to promote and realise the UN Convention on the Rights of the child in
educational settings.

Kindness Tree

We would like to give recognition to the following children who have shown special kindness to staff
and / or their friends within the school. Details of the children's kindness are written onto a leaf and
placed onto the Kindness Tree in reception.

“Kindness Is Showing Someone They Matter”

Parent Information
Dinner Money

•

7th September - 21st October (33 days) x £2.30 = £75.90

•

31st October - 16th December (35 days) x £ 2.30 = £ 80.50

Total for autumn term = £ 156.40

School uniform

Dame Ellen Pinsent School have signed up to a new uniform provider - MyClothing.

Please click MyClothing to access their website to order school uniform and other accessories.
Note parents / carers will order direct from the website and orders will be delivered to your home.
We have tried to source a reputable, reasonably priced provider of uniform and I hope that you will
all find their website quick and easy to use.
Please contact the school office if you experience any difficulties. Many thanks.
Children can also wear plain red or royal blue sweatshirts / cardigans which can be purchased direct
from your local supermarket or other retailer.

Key Dates

Dates for your diary
Term Dates
•

5th September - 21st October 2022

Teacher Training Day - Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th September) (Children return Wednesday
7th September)

Half term:
•

Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October 2022

•

Monday 31st October 2022 to Friday 16th December 2022

Updated School Policies

Educational Visits Policy, GDPR Data Protection Policy, Publication Scheme Policy, Anti Bullying
Policy
Visit our school website here to view our published school policies.
For further information or to request documents that are not our on our web pages including
documented information translated into a language of your choice, please contact the school office

School Governors
We have a strong Governing Body that represent and challenge the school well. They are immensely
supportive, bringing a variety of skills and knowledge to further enhance our provision. To view the
governors roles' please visit our school website for further details.

5 - Shirley Hanson - New LA Governor bio
I am a retired Headteacher, having served in Birmingham schools for over 30 years. During this time, I worked in six
different schools across the city and worked for a period of time at the DfE as a Mathematics Advisor.

I applied to be a governor as I wanted the opportunity to use the skills I have to continue to support schools, especially
those serving the most vulnerable children in the city. I understand the pressures and challenges that face schools and
want to be a part of the support for professionals within them. I am looking forward to gaining new skills and knowledge as
a governor of a Special School and to getting to know the children, the staff and the community at Dame Ellen Pinsent.

6 - Richard Marshall - New Staff Governor
I am a class teacher and the Computing coordinator at Dame Ellen Pinsent School. I have been at Dame Ellen for the past
six years but had three years of teaching experience in special and mainstream primary schools prior to starting here.
Before becoming a teacher, I worked for three years as a teaching assistant at Calthorpe School (now Calthorpe Academy).
At Dame Ellen, I have worked in Year 2 and Year 6 classes, spending most of my time with the latter. As the Computing
coordinator, it should come as no surprise that I have a strong interest in technology and how it can be used safely to
facilitate learning, especially for SEND pupils. As a Staff Governor, I hope to contribute to raising school standards and
to whole school development to ensure that we meet the changing needs of our pupils

School website
To keep up to date with school information, news & events visit our school website here.

7 - To keep up to to date with actives on our school website visit DEPS website - HOME > New items placed on our web
pages.
We are a family-friendly school and we always enjoy hearing from visitors and friends, so please get in touch by one of the
ways listed on our School Contact information page.
If you require any of our documented information translated, please contact the school office.

School contact information
Dame Ellen Pinsent School
Ardencote Road
Birmingham
B13 0RW
Office hours are 8:00 to 4.45pm, outside of these times the answering machine will be in operation.
For all enquiries, call or email Elaine Eustace (Senior Office Manager)
Telephone: 0121 675 2487
Email address: enquiry@deps.ac

Contacts
Headteacher - Mrs Denise Fountain
Chair of Governors – Mr Andy Punch
Should you wish to contact the Headteacher or Chair of Governors by mail or phone, please use the
main school address and telephone number (above)
For all general enquiries please contact the school office on the main school number above, or email
enquiry@deps.ac
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)
•

Mrs Cater

•

Mrs Fountain

•

Miss Parker

•

Mrs Gray

•

Miss Whittaker

SENCO
•

Mr Cater

•

Miss Burden (Assistant SENCO)

•

Miss Guest (Assistant SENCO)

School parent apps
•

DEPS Twitter

•

Class Dojo

•

School Money / Teachers2Parents

