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Head Teacher Updates

This year we have been updating the vision for Dame Ellen Pinsent School and have recently had a
photographer come in to school to capture our vision and values in action. I hope you agree with
our vision and we would welcome your feedback:

The Dame Ellen Pinsent Vision
Where children are happy; developing independence and confidence, so that they can be their very
best

Our Values

Determination and Patience – “we try again”; “we do good waiting”

Kindness – “we help each other”

Respect – “we keep the school tidy and listen to each other”

Courage and Bravery – “we face our fears and go for it”

Happiness and Joy – “we have fun at school”

Team Work – “we work together”

Independence – “we can do unaided work on our own”

I’m sure you will agree there are also some wonderful photos reflecting the achievements of our
children.

Staffing Updates
At the end of this term we say goodbye to two of our class teachers, with a
combined total of nearly 29 years at Dame Ellen Pinsent School; Faith Gallon and
Nicola Patterson have decided it is time for them to try something different and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank them both for everything they have
done for the children, families and staff over the years.
I am delighted to let you know we will be welcoming two new teachers, Beth MacLean and Hollie
Maleady to Dame Ellen Pinsent School. Both come as skilled teachers with good experience in
SEND. Beth will be taking over in Monkeys class after Easter and Hollie starts with us in September
in Bears class. Bears will continue to have Michelle Wheatley teaching the class alongside Lisa
Tombs for the summer term.
Faith Gallon – has worked at Dame Ellen for 21 years. She has been an
amazing teacher working across many different classes within the school,
with a thirst for knowledge and aptitude for researching and finding out
as much as she can about the various SENs within her classes.

Nicola Patterson – again has worked across many different classes in
school and has been with us for 7 ½ years. Nicola has always brought
fun and excitement to her lessons, engaging the children in their
learning and her penchant for dressing up will certainly be missed!

Rachel Da Silva –has worked at Dame Ellen for 7 years. She has been
an amazing teaching assistant, supporting both our school teachers and
pupils. We wish her all the best for the future as she is returning to the
NHS.

Thank you both for all you have done, you will be missed – best wishes for your future ventures.
Following my support of another special school in the City I have now returned back to Dame Ellen
Pinsent full time. It is lovely to be back and I look forward to the summer term where we will be
celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and the Commonwealth Games – we have some exciting
plans, so watch this space (or Dojo) for more information.
Finally, I couldn’t finish without mentioning Covid! I’m sure you are aware that rates are still
climbing across the country as we begin to ‘live with Covid’. In school, we are keeping classrooms

well ventilated and; ensuring regular handwashing. Please can I ask for your continued support if
your child is unwell and has a high temperature they should stay at home and avoid contact with
other people. If your child tests positive for COVID-19 they should stay at home and avoid contact
with other people for 3 days.
Enjoy reading this terms newsletter and enjoy your Easter break
Mrs Fountain

English

We had a wonderful time celebrating world book day. Our whole school theme was 'Supertato'. All
children were hooked into the story after watching the evil pea escape from the freezer at school!
😊 It was a lovely day for everyone to celebrate books and the joy they bring. A day to celebrate
storytelling and the way it enables us to feel, relate and grow and a great opportunity to think about
our favourite tales and much-loved characters.
Sinead from Sharks and Penny from Monkeys won the whole school competition of a story in a shoe
box. Sinead's favourite book is Topsy and Tim at the dentist and Penny's favourite book is Zog.
Our reading race competition has started. Sharks are in the lead with Meerkats and Bears creeping
up behind them.

1 - Shoe box competition winner.

2 - Reading race competition

3 - You can follow the Supertato story with your child here.

Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics
Science
March kicked off with our termly STEM week as part of National Science week. The theme of the
year was ‘Growth’, so we modelled our week around the story of Jack and the Beanstalk.
There was a great buzz in the air as children attempted to make a golden egg, as well as parachutes
to drop their eggs safely from a height.

Each class also did some cooking, food tasting or food art based around the story and it was great to
see the DT room so active.

Children also planted bean seeds to see who could make the tallest beanstalk in each class; Miss
Parker will be judging the beanstalk competition at the end of the term and will be awarding a prize
for the child that grew the tallest beanstalk in each class.
We also made seed bombs to throw around the school borders so that we have beautiful flowers for
our bees and butterflies throughout the summer.

It was a wonderful week and we look forward to upcoming STEM fairy-tale weeks.

Science curriculum
We have been using some new Science topics this year, written by
Miss Parker with the intention of making Science more practical,
investigative and exciting. Our children seem really excited by the new
experiments and it has been wonderful to watch some of the
activities. Experiments have ranged from lava lamps, volcanoes,
rockets and parachutes to melting & freezing, kitchen
experiments and messy candy cane experiments!

Experiments have ranged from lava lamps, volcanoes, rockets and parachutes to melting & freezing,
kitchen experiments and messy candy cane experiments!

Maths
This term we have some exciting new developments happening
in Maths. We have been lucky enough to have a dedicated Maths
Outdoor area built upon our school field.

This area has been designed to support the teaching and learning of our Shape, Space and Measure
Curriculum. The area will be for practical and hands on learning and will be accessed by all of the
children across the school on a weekly basis. The area includes the following resources…

We have a weighing table, a set of large weighing scales, a sorting table and a sandpit shed. Along
with resources such as large items for weighing, sand toys, dumper trucks and sand moulds. Wooden
items for sorting, number rubbings and numbered hook a duck. We hope to develop this area further
every year to suit the needs of all children.
This area will bring learning to life for the children and I cannot wait to see them utilising this in the
Summer Term.

This year our children have taken part in a range of STEM activities. The Maths learning that has
taken place during these times has been wonderful to see. In our most recent STEM week the
children focussed on Jack and the Beanstalk. This involved a lot of measuring, estimating, sorting and
mathematical language.

In the Summer Term we will be taking part in Money week. This will give the children the experience
of buying and selling items with money in real life situations. We will be teaming up with some of
our Trust schools and arranging visits to their schools to buy and sell items. We hope to develop the
functional maths curriculum further over the next academic year.

Kindness Tree
We would like to give recognition to the
following children who have shown
special kindness to staff and / or their
friends within the school. Details of the
children's kindness are written onto a leaf
and placed onto the Kindness Tree in
reception.

“Kindness Is Showing Someone They Matter”

Parent Information
Dinner Money

•

Monday 25th April to Friday 27th May (24 days) = £ 55.20 (Monday 2nd May - bank holiday)

•

Monday 6th June to Wednesday 20th July (33 days) = £75.90

Total until the end of the summer term = £131.10

Key Dates

Dates for your diary

Updated School Policies
Medicine in schools, Minibus Safety guidance, Volunteer, Student Placement and
Trainee Teacher Policy, Safer Recruitment Policy.
Visit our school website here to view school policies.

School Governors
lWe have a strong Governing Body that represent and challenge the school well. They are immensely
supportive, bringing a variety of skills and knowledge to further enhance our provision. To view the
governors roles' please visit our school website.

School website
To keep up to date with school information, news & events visit our
school website here.

School contact information
Dame Ellen Pinsent School
Ardencote Road
Birmingham
B13 0RW
Office hours are 8:00 to 4.45pm, outside of these times the answering machine will be in operation.
For all enquiries, call or email Elaine Eustace (Senior Office Manager)
Telephone: 0121 675 2487

Email address: enquiry@deps.ac
Contacts
Headteacher - Mrs Denise Fountain
Chair of Governors – Mr Andy Punch
Should you wish to contact the Headteacher or Chair of Governors by mail or phone, please use the
main school address and telephone number (above)
For all general enquiries please contact the school office on the main school number above, or email
enquiry@deps.ac
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)
•

Mrs Fountain

•

Miss Parker

•

Mrs Gray

•

Miss Whittaker

SENCO
•

Miss Burden

•

Miss Guest (Assistant Senco)

School parent apps
•

DEPS Twitter

•

Class Dojo

•

School Money / Teachers2Parents

